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survey of the present state of Indo-European comparative philology and 
they differ so much in matter and arrangement that each happily supple- 
ments the other. In the actual comparison of forms, Meillet's work is more 
elementary and sketchy. One would not be able to abstract from it a 
respectable outline of the comparative grammar of any one of the languages 
treated, for the author intentionally emphasizes the features in which the 
languages agree, and only occasionally mentions the important innovations 
which characterize the individual languages. But it contains a vast deal of 
general information upon linguistic matters, which Brugmann's work does 
not furnish, and which it is of great value to the beginner, and a pleasure to 
the initiated, to find so clearly and competently stated. We refer especially 
to the chapters upon method, vocabulary, " developpement des dialectes" 
(added in this edition), the appendix on the development of the science of 
comparative grammar, and many interesting generalizations scattered 
through the book. 

The third edition is completely revised, and, as already noted, one 
chapter is entirely new. For the first time in any general work on Indo- 
European we find "Tocharian," the newly discovered Indo-European lan- 
guage from Chinese Turkestan, beginning to take its place. It is fortunate 
that its first introduction into the fold is at the hands of one who has been 

personally engaged in the study of its documents. 

Carl D. Buck 



Studia palaeographica. A contribution to the history of early 
Latin minuscule and to the dating of Visigothic MSS, with 
seven facsimiles. By E. A. Loew. Sitzungsberichte der konig- 
lich bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, philosophisch- 
philologische und historische Klasse. Jahrgang 1910, 12. 
Abhandlung. 

Loew's work belongs to a new era in the study of palaeography. Collec- 
tions of facsimiles of one or another kind of script, with descriptions and 
transliterations, are valuable in themselves. What is wanted, however, for 
each script, is a collection made by a scholar whose familiarity with the MSS 
written in that script is great enough to insure that nothing important has 
been omitted in the way of typical specimens representing the entire range 
of chronological and local development. In addition we want a history of 
the script based on a study of the mass of its MSS, dealing with its various 
palaeographical characteristics. Such a work we may confidently expect 
in Loew's Scriptura Beneventana and its accompanying manual, if the present 
work, which is a by-product of his investigations, may be regarded as a 
criterion. 

His study of Beneventan MSS involved the examination of the use of 
i-longa and of the double form of the ii-ligature in this script. But since 
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other scripts also used these forms (especially the Visigothic, where a rela- 
tionship to Beneventan has been assumed) Loew has included them all in 
his study and has given us in this valuable monograph a history of these 
symbols from the earliest period to the end of the so-called national scripts. 

Beginning with the i-longa of inscriptions, Loew finds a point of con- 
tact with the later palaeographical use in the old cursive, e.g., in Pompeian 
mural inscriptions. He discusses the usage in the cursive of MSS of various 
dates and localities and in the different types of pre-Carolingian minuscule, 
where its frequency has a relation to the amount of cursive influence retained 
in the minuscule. It is only in Beneventan and Visigothic MSS, however, 
that the usage has been reduced to a system — i has the long form regularly 
at the beginning of a word (with certain exceptions which Loew discusses 
and explains) and when it is a semivowel. Neither script borrowed from 
the other but both derive the usage from the parent cursive. At the close 
of the chapter Loew shows the bearing of his conclusions on the textual 
criticism of authors that have a Beneventan or Visigothic manuscript 
tradition. 

The history of the two ft'-ligatures, one representing the hard, the other 
the soft sound, is traced in the same way and their importance for textual 
criticism is made clear. In the chapter on the evidence Loew gives in detail 
the results of his examination of a large list of MSS, most of which he has 
seen himself; 90 MSS furnished the material for early French and Italian 
minuscule, and his summary of the practice of the Beneventan scribes is 
based on a study of over 300 MSS. Especially important are the results 
obtained by an examination of the use of the fa'-ligature in the Spanish 
script. Loew has studied 104 MSS, half of which are found in libraries 
outside of Spain; and the publication of the list is in itself a valuable addition 
to our knowledge. He finds that the distinction between the assibilated 
and the unassibilated forms of the ligature is not made before the middle 
of the tenth century, and so supplies us with a new criterion for dating 
Spanish MSS that will force a revision of the date in many cases. He 
supports the evidence of the ligatures by other palaeographical proofs and 
in a series of facsimiles he furnishes the reader with the means of verifying 
his conclusions. The monograph is provided with an index of the MSS 
cited (nearly 300 in all). It is to be hoped that Dr. Loew will be given 
abundant opportunity to continue his important investigations in the field 
of palaeography. 

Charles H. Beeson 



